Political Advertising FAQ’s
Q:
When does the political window open?

A:
For Primary elections, the political window opens 45 days prior to the election.  In General Elections, the window for advertising opens 60 prior to the election.  Only during these periods are candidates permitted to purchase advertising. 

Q:
How were the colors for the Democrats and Republicans determined?
A:
During the 2000 Presidential election, news stations began to use colors to identify which direction states were voting – Gore and the Democrats were assigned blue, while Bush and the Republicans were given red.  As the donkey represents Democrats and the elephant represents Republicans, we identify each party during an election by its animal and color – blue donkey for Democrats and red elephant for Republicans.
Q:
What is LUC?  How do LUC pre-emptible and nonpre-emptible rates differ?
A:
LUC, or lowest unit cost, represents the lowest rate offered by a cable system for a particular period of time and network.  Also known as the lowest unit rate (LUR), a cable system can only have a pre-emptible rate, as long as it clearly identifies the likelihood of being preempted.  A non pre-emptible rate, which is a rate also offered to retail advertisers, must have clear benefits over the pre-emptible rate to be used.
Q:
Who are the Swing Voters?

A:
Swing voters are individuals that are registered to a particular political party, or an independent, that will not necessarily vote for their party’s candidate because of affiliation.  In advertising, the objective is to convince swing voters to cast their vote for your particular candidate. 

Q:
How do presidential primaries and state primaries differ?
A:
In the presidential primary, delegates are chosen from both the Democratic and Republican parties within each state, representing their state at the party’s national convention.  Held every four years, delegates attending each national convention select their nominee for the presidential race.  The primaries usually happen early in the year in which the presidential election is held. 
State primaries are held to select nominees from each party for state offices.  The state primary selects federal candidates (US Senate and Congress), state officials (governor, attorney general, state senate, etc), as well as in some instances local offices, (mayor, city council, etc).  State primaries often take place between March and September, and with the acceleration of presidential primaries to earlier in the year, are often on different days than the presidential primaries.

Q:
What are swing states?
A:
Similar to swing voters, swing or “battleground” states represent those states where voters are less predictable and can easily “swing” Democratic or Republican depending n the candidate that is running and his or her policies.  In many swing states, there is often a population center that comprises a significant portion of the state’s vote, and in order to win, the candidate must win that population center.  In the 2004 presidential election, swing states covered by Viamedia included MI, PA, OH, and FL.

